Person recognition can be accomplished through several modalities (face, name, voice). Lesion, neurophysiology and neuroimaging studies have been conducted in an attempt to determine the similarities and differences in the neural networks associated with person identity via different modality inputs. The current study used event-related functional-MRI in 17 healthy participants to directly compare activation in response to randomly presented famous and non-famous names and faces (25 stimuli in each of the four categories). Findings indicated distinct areas of activation that differed for faces and names in regions typically associated with pre-semantic perceptual processes. In contrast, overlapping brain regions were activated in areas associated with the retrieval of biographical knowledge and associated social affective features. Specifically, activation for famous faces was primarily right lateralized and famous names were left-lateralized. However, for both stimuli, similar areas of bilateral activity were observed in the early phases of perceptual processing. Activation for fame, irrespective of stimulus modality, activated an extensive left hemisphere network, with bilateral activity observed in the hippocampi, posterior cingulate, and middle temporal gyri. Findings are discussed within the framework of recent proposals concerning the neural network of person identification.
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Introduction
Recognition of a familiar person is typically automatic, quick, and accurate. It can also be accomplished through several input modalities such as by presentation of the face or name of an individual person. It is generally accepted that a diverse set of cognitive operations and a distributed neural network mediates the person recognition and identification process, but the specific details remain a topic of debate and considerable investigation (Bruce & Young, 1986; Burton, Bruce, & Johnston, 1990; Gobbini & Haxby, 2007; Haxby & Ida Gobbini, 2007; Ishai, Schmidt, & Boesiger, 2005; Leveroni et al., 2000; Seidenberg et al., 2002; Wiggett & Downing, 2008) .
Several questions about the structure and organization of the person identity system remain unresolved. One issue concerns whether a single amodal general semantic memory system representing person knowledge exists or whether multiple modality specific person identity semantic systems are represented (Gainotti, 2007; Haslam, Kay, Hanley, & Lyons, 2004; Lambert, Swain, Miller, & Caine, 2006; Leveroni et al., 2000) . Related to this issue are questions about the degree of hemispheric lateralization for faces and names, which regions are involved in the processing of these stimuli, and the identification of shared and unique regions. Data relevant to these issues have come from human lesion studies of person recognition, behavioral studies in healthy subjects, event-related potential studies, and more recently from functional neuroimaging studies. As reviewed below, there is not yet a clear consensus about the answers to these questions. Snowden et al. (2004) examined the performance of 15 semantic dementia patients on famous face and name knowledge. Overall, semantic dementia (SD) patients, who are characterized by primarily anterolateral temporal lobe damage, performed more poorly on both face and name identification and familiarity
